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EAP 125 APPROACHING THE ACADEMIC TEXT 

 FALL 2018  

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Instructor: Tracie Mac Kenzie  

Instructor’s email:  tmackenzie@fus.edu 

Office Hours: Main Villa Office 7.   

Monday/Thursday 10:00-12:00,  Tuesday/Friday 11:30-12:30  & by appt.  

Class location:  MV 1 

Class meeting times: Tuesday/Friday 10:00-11:15 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  & RATIONALE 

The aim of this course is to help students learn to efficiently approach text types used in academic 

environments,  in order to maximize comprehension and to develop strategies for reading and 

vocabulary expansion.  Throughout the course students learn to adjust their reading strategies to the 

specific text requirements,  analyze the type of support used in a text and prioritize the information 

contained in the text.  Students learn to use textual clues to identify text style and organization,  

develop a range of vocabulary through application of effective strategies for clarification and analysis 

of lexis,  and increase their capacity to take in and retain the content of a text.   This course is taken 

in conjunction with EAP 120 

 
In this course you will: 

 learn to analyze texts structure,  and author’s purpose to determine the most appropriate 

approach 

 learn to apply active reading strategies to increase your comprehension and retention of text 

content 

 become familiar with study skills techniques for academic success 

 develop your vocabulary acquisition skills and expand your lexis through active vocabulary 

development 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS 

 Douglas, N, Bohlke, D., Huntley, H., Rogers, B., & Macintyre, P. (2016). Reading Explorer 5.  

National Geographic Learning/Cengage Learning:  Boston.  (RE5) 

 Materials – readings and exercises – placed on Moodle. You will be responsible for 

accessing and downloading any materials provided in electronic format. 

 

Students should bring textbooks and assigned materials to every class.  
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COURSE ORGANIZATION: 

Throughout the course you will be working on analyzing what lies behind and beneath text structure 

and content,  in order to maximize your text processing and comprehension.   This means that you 

will be expected to employ active reading techniques at all times. Through analytical exercises and 

supplementary readings,  you will raise your awareness of what it takes to approach a text and will 

work on raising your comprehension and increasing your efficiency in academic reading.  To benefit 

from the course,  it is necessary that you complete all assigned work in a timely fashion,  and that 

you come to all classes and tests as prepared as possible.  What you get out of this course depends 

entirely on what you put into it.  

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Assignments and Syllabus: 

All reading,  analysis  and notetaking assignments must be completed before coming to class on the 

day for which they are assigned.  However,  the exact number and selection of exercises and pages 

to complete each day will be determined in part by the amount of work that was accomplished  (or 

not) in the previous lesson.   The assignments to prepare for each class may change according to the 

pace and efficiency of the class for any given day. Thus, you will be responsible for taking note of the 

assigned work for the following class at the end of each day’s lesson and will be expected to keep 

track of  all course- and homework assigned during the lesson,  as well as any modifications to the 

syllabus,  and to organize your work accordingly.   

 

Individual tutorial meetings with The MacKenzie 

Same as for EAP 120    

Attendance policy: 

More than two absences  for any reason will affect your participation and progress grade,   will  

reduce your overall course grade.  Poor attendance can result in your failing the course outright. .   

 

ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW 

Attendance, Task Completion and Engagement          10%  

Tutorial Sessions            5%   

Chapter tests  (chapter content,  reading strategies,  vocabulary),  

tasks and quizzes (vocabulary and technique quizzes)   70% 

Final exam        15% 

For the day-to-day work to complete before and in class,  look on Moodle,  as this may change 

depending on how efficient (or not) we are during the class period.  In case of a discrepancy 

between the syllabus and Moodle,  Moodle trumps the syllabus. 

Week 16:  Final Exam Friday,  December 14 8:30-10:30 

 
 

Week 1  Approaches to Reading,  Approaches to Text 

Tues. 28/08  

Course introduction  

What is academic reading? 

What is a text? 

Strategies for approaching a text 

 

         Fri. 31/8 before class 

         Sleep Matters (moodle) 

1) Actively read the text. Be sure to go through the Pre-reading, 

Note-taking & annotating processes. Then complete 

 

Friday before class cont’d 

all exercises on pp. 30-31. 

2) Read Levels of Thinking 

(moodle). Do exercises 5 & 6. 

In class 

 Cornell notetaking 

TED Talk: Russell Foster 

 Guide questions: Levels of 

Thinking 

 Note taking and organization: 

Concept maps 
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